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You can photocopy this worksheet

Work with a partner. Read and discuss the problem described in the article below. Then write a 

letter to the local newspaper in response to this article. In your letter explain your own point of 

view and give some ideas for ways you think the problem could be solved.
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Science, Society and the Environment

For more ways in which we can help our environment watch Imvelo Yethu Episode 5 on School TV 

Educator's note

Level:

 Intermediate phase

Programme:

 Imvelo Yethu - Our Nature

Worksheet outcomes:

 

1. Explore the dilemma that exists between social 

    development and protecting our environment  

2. Learn how the two can be combined to ensure 

    a happy medium

Learning area:

 Natural Sciences

Learning outcome: 

Science, society and the environment

Note: 

This worksheet helps learners to begin to consider how often there is a conflict between what we would like for 

people and what is right for the environment. 

A home for Thembi?

Thembi Mwethu, a resident of the 

Kryfontein squatter camp, has 

always longed for a home of her 

own. Although she has been 

promised that her dream will soon 

become a reality, unfortunately it 

seems that this will not happen as 

quickly as she had hoped. This is all 

due to the fact that the land 

proposed for the new development 

is also the home of the Roodepoort 

Copper. The butterfly is a rare 

species that may soon become 

extinct if not protected.     

    The land up for development is 

their natural habitat and one of the 

few remaining areas where these 

butterflies are able to find their 

staple food source. 

     Environmentalists are up in arms 

and have threatened to sue the local 

government if something is not done 

to save the butterfly.      

    In the meantime Thembi lives in a 

small shack made of corrugated iron 

and old pieces of metal, wood and 

board. Her home does not keep out 

the wind and cold and she is forced 

to cook and keep herself warm on a 

small fire she makes in the centre of 

her room. To wash herself and her 

clothing she uses the small stream 

that runs through the centre of the 

squatter camp.     

    The question remains: do we save 

Thembi and all the people like her 

or do we save the Roodepoort 

Copper

?
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Note: 

This worksheet helps learners to begin to consider how often there is a conflict between what we would like for 
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This is an open ended worksheet and therefore there is 

no right or wrong answer. The assessment is up to each 

learner's individual ability.


